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and was hired on the spot. Years later, she 
said she was shocked to get the job, but she 
stayed with the newspaper until a year after 
she graduated. 

She then became the news director for 
WHOP. Walking from store to store in down-
town Hopkinsville, she delivered the radio 
station’s daily Shell-O-Gram, a promotional 
flyer for Shell Oil that featured news head-
lines of the day. The radio station, which 
was on South Virginia Street, had a mobile 
unit set up in a station wagon, and Ferguson 
also broadcast live stories from the field. 

The New Era hired her on February 5, 1962, 
to cover crime, courts and Fort Campbell. 
She was the first female reporter in the 
newsroom. 

Although the paper’s owners had recruited 
her, it took a while for the men in the news-
room to accept Ferguson. Reminiscing last 
fall about her start at the New Era, she re-
membered how her news judgment and writ-
ing style were frequently criticized early on. 
Things began to shift in her favor one day 
when a local judge publicly praised one of 
her stories. 

Ferguson was on a first-name basis with 
several commanding generals, and their fam-
ily members, at Fort Campbell. She also cov-
ered Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson, Jimmy 
Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, 
Bill Clinton and George W. Bush at Fort 
Campbell or nearby communities. She filed 
stories from the inaugurations of two Ken-
tucky governors, Edward T. ‘‘Ned’’ Breathitt 
and Louie B. Nunn. 

She loved the arts and was granted a back- 
stage interview with the opera singer Marian 
Anderson at Fish University in Nashville. 
Ferguson was so overcome with appreciation 
that she broke down and cried as she ap-
proached the celebrity. 

As a general assignment reporter, Fer-
guson wrote a wide range of stories, includ-
ing murder investigations, businesses open-
ing and closing, fatal crashes, hospital ex-
pansions, lawsuits, tobacco auctions, elec-
tions, floods, fires, high school graduations, 
concerts and the deaths of many friends. 

Ferguson was among the New Era report-
ing team that covered the aftermath of the 
Gander, Newfoundland, crash in December 
1985 that killed 248 soldiers headed back to 
Fort Campbell after a six-month deployment 
to the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. She was at 
Fort Campbell the day President Ronald 
Reagan and first lady Nancy Reagan came to 
the post to console the families. 

She rejected the idea of ever retiring, al-
though she did eventually scale back her 
hours and devoted her time mainly to writ-
ing daily obituaries and a popular human-in-
terest column that ran on Saturdays. Even 
when cancer treatments made it difficult for 
her to type, she continued to dictate a week-
ly column to another staff member. 

She was rare among journalists with a ca-
reer spanning more than 60 years at two 
newspapers and the radio station. 

No one working in the New Era’s newsroom 
today had been born when Ferguson started 
working for the paper at its old offices in 
downtown Hopkinsville. She experienced nu-
merous changes in the newspaper industry. 
She gave up her typewriter for computers 
but never really accepted the internet as a 
useful tool. 

New Era Publisher Taylor Hayes said he 
thought of Ferguson as the newspaper’s ‘‘ma-
triarch.’’ Employees counted on her frank 
opinion and advice. 

‘‘This classy lady provided such a footing 
to our company, particularly in the news-
room, and her absence cannot be easily 
grasped,’’ Hayes said. ‘‘She was a rock.’’ 

Ferguson drove a red Cadillac, voted Re-
publican, loved big friendly dogs, fed bread 
to fat squirrels in her yard, laughed often, 

cooked like a pro and remembered names 
and old tales that others forgot. She missed 
restaurants like Charlie’s Steakhouse and 
Bartholomew’s when they closed. She was 
partial to the Whistle Stop’s chocolate 
glazed doughnuts. Sushi and egg rolls were 
not her thing. 

She wore tailored dresses, cardigan sweat-
ers, high heels and pearls to work. When the 
newsroom eventually went smoke-free, she 
took her cigarette breaks wearing a mink 
coat on the newspaper’s loading dock, where 
she was likely to collect a few story ideas 
from the pressmen or a truck driver. 

While the newsroom became younger and 
increasingly reliant on the internet, she 
packed her desk drawers with old city direc-
tories, history books and paper files. She 
could put her hands on a photograph of an 
old general before a young editor could even 
begin the search on Google. 

No one covering news in Hopkinsville 
today—not at the newspaper and not at any 
of the radio stations—could match her insti-
tutional knowledge of people and events that 
shaped southern Pennyrile communities over 
the past 80 years. 

‘‘There are a rare class of people who, when 
they come into your life, however it may be, 
you just feel lucky to have known them,’’ 
Editor Eli Pace said. ‘‘Mary D. was tough as 
nails, classy beyond description and just 
wonderful—and I was lucky.’’ 

She was opinionated too. Once, when a new 
editor announced that the New Era would 
begin re-running obituaries every time the 
newspaper or a funeral home made a mistake 
because readers liked to clip them out for 
family records, Ferguson snapped, ‘‘What are 
we, a newspaper or a scrapbook company?’’ 

Ferguson, who sometimes prayed for 
friends and co-workers from her front porch 
swing in the evening, believed that her best 
writing at the New Era came in a Christmas 
Eve column she wrote about her father’s 
dairy barn. 

The column included this: ‘‘My memories 
were born in a stable located on a hill just 
north of Trenton near the Todd-Christian 
county line. The wide front door opened to 
the southwestern sky, and at night there was 
a star spectacle that outshone the blinking 
of multi-colored Christmas lights wrapped 
around a tree and bushes . . . The warmth, 
the smells, the sound of a soft wind and stars 
in the sky—no greater peace could be en-
joyed.’’ 

Ferguson’s last column was about the ar-
rival of the first hummingbird to her house 
at 2:30 p.m. April 16. Ever the reporter, she 
had recorded the exact time and day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID MEDINE 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, for the 
past 3 years, David Medine has served 
as chairman of the Privacy and Civil 
Liberties Oversight Board, PCLOB—the 
first chairman finally to be confirmed 
after Congress reestablished the 
PCLOB as an independent agency and 
strengthened its authority. Under his 
leadership, the PCLOB has worked dili-
gently to review surveillance programs 
and make recommendations to protect 
individual privacy and civil liberties. 
Mr. Medine recently announced that he 
will be leaving government service to 
join a nonprofit organization that 
serves low-income and disadvantaged 
individuals. He will be missed. 

Mr. Medine was confirmed at a crit-
ical time, just a month before the first 
Snowden revelations in June 2013. In 
response to reports that the NSA had 

been collecting Americans’ phone 
records in bulk for years under section 
215 of the USA PATRIOT Act, he guid-
ed the PCLOB’s work in reviewing that 
program and releasing a comprehensive 
report in January 2014. The rec-
ommendations in that landmark report 
included ending the bulk collection of 
Americans’ phone records, installing 
an amicus at the FISA Court, and in-
stituting a number of other privacy 
protections. Many of these rec-
ommendations were subsequently en-
acted into law in the bipartisan USA 
FREEDOM Act of 2015. 

Under Mr. Medine’s leadership, the 
PCLOB also released a detailed unclas-
sified report in July 2014 on surveil-
lance conducted pursuant to section 702 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act, which is slated to expire at 
the end of next year. This report in-
cludes a valuable unclassified expla-
nation of the implementation of sec-
tion 702. These reports and Mr. 
Medine’s related testimony before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee have been 
tremendously beneficial to Congress 
and the American people in examining 
government surveillance programs. 

Mr. Medine’s public service spans 
more than 20 years. Over the course of 
his career, he has earned a reputation 
as a thoughtful and well-respected au-
thority on privacy and data security 
issues. I commend Mr. Medine for his 
dedicated public service and efforts to 
protect the privacy and civil liberties 
of the American people, and I wish him 
well in this new chapter. 

(At the request of Mr. BURR, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I am a 
proud cosponsor of the Compressive 
Addiction and Recovery Act, or CARA, 
a bill that would help Americans in the 
fight against the opioid and heroin epi-
demic sweeping across our Nation. Due 
to the Orlando tragedy that took place 
on Sunday, I was unable to be present 
today to vote in favor of going to con-
ference on CARA to finalize the legisla-
tion and further assist Americans in 
their battle against addiction. If I were 
present during the vote, I would have 
voted in favor of going to conference on 
CARA.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION BILL 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to 
enter into a colloquy with my col-
league from Arizona. 

The National Defense Authorization 
Act which the Senate passed this week 
is the most critical piece of legislation 
for our national security that we de-
bate each year, and I thank my col-
league from Arizona, the chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee, for his 
hard work on this legislation. 

One important provision that should 
be in the final NDAA is the elevation of 
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